THE  RAMAYANA  IN  INSCRIPTIONS                                                                    35

In this connection, it may be noticed that the Bodhgaya inscription1 (588-89 A. D.) of the Singhalese
Buddhist monk named MahSnSman speaks of the fact that he was born in LankS-dvIpa (island of Lanka)
which is no doubt identical with Sirhhala-dvlpa. The same inscription mentions the Lank-Scala or the
Lanka mountain apparently referring to the mountain ranges of Sri Lanka (Ceylon).2

The location of the bridge built by RSma in the Far South is also indicated by Candella Dhanga's
inscription3 (1002 A.D.) from Khajuraho, It describes Vijaya, who was the great-grandfather of Dhanga
and flourished in the ninth century, as follows: Desirous of conquering the southern region, the king
emulated Rama in bringing the ocean to the wretched state of captivity, i.e. Candella Vijaya claimed
to have built a bridge (probably of boats) between India and Sri Lanka as Rama had built there a bridge
[of stone] before.

Thus the Ramayafla, as understood by the Indians of old, located Havana's Lanka in the island
called Lanka or Sirhhala in modern Sri Lanka (Ceylon), and although there were other Lankas and
Simhalas in India, none of them, as we have seen above, can be identified with the island home of RSva^a as
known from the Kamayana and the other early epigraphic and literary records of India.

Another problem on which epigraphic records appear to throw some light is whether the mention
of the Brahm-Sstra used by Rama in killing RSvapa according to the Rarnayana story and similar other
weapons or arrows mentioned in epic and PurSjuc literature really point to the use of fire-arms in early
Indian warfare. Although there are some writers who are inclined to answer the question ia the
affirmative, we have seen above that epigraphic records like the Allahabad pillar inscription of
Samudragupta and the Dubi copper-plate grant of Bhaskaravarman suggest that no such weapons were
used by the early Indian fighters.

1.    Corp. Ins. Ind., Vol. HI, p.276,
2.    Cf, Lanksgiri-parvata, which was the mountainous central province of Sri Lanka, as known from Singhalese
writings (Sircar, Stud. Geog., 1971, p. 316, note 3).
3.    Ep.Ind,Vol I, pp. 141-42, verse 20. For a similar Bodhgaya record   ofUdayaSn of Simhala, see Bhandarkar's
List of Inscriptions, No. 1740.   See also Journ.AncJnd.Hisi.> Vol. VI, pp. 47 ff., for some Simhalese monksoftha
same place.